ADOPTED – MAY 12, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 35

Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING JUDGE DONALD ALLEN, JR.

RESOLUTION #26 – 252

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., was appointed to the 55th District Court bench on December 22, 2008, by Governor Jennifer Granholm; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., was elected to the bench in 2010 and was re-elected in 2016 and 2022; and 

WHEREAS, before his appointment to the bench, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., had a distinguished career as an assistant attorney general in the Office of the Michigan Attorney General, served as deputy legal counsel to Attorney Jennifer Granholm, and served as the director of the Office of Drug Control Policy; and

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., served as chief judge of the 55th District Court from 2016-17; and again from 2020 until his retirement; and  

WHEREAS, since 2008, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., has led the 55th District Court Sobriety Court (SC) team, an incentive-based motivational program founded on Recovery Oriented Systems of Care (ROSC) principles designed to engage participants in treatment with the goals of improving their lives and reducing recidivism; and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of Judge Donald Allen Jr., the 55th District Court Sobriety Court has positively impacted the lives of numerous participants and their families, and has been recognized statewide as a model of excellence; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen Jr.’s outstanding contributions have been recognized with numerous honors, including this year’s recipient of the Michigan Association of Treatment Court Professionals Hon. William G. Schma Award; Michigan Treatment Courts Foundation Guy Sweet Service Excellence Award; Michigan Public Health Jean Chabut Health Policy Champion; and Central Michigan Heritage Enterprise Citizen of the Year Award; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., has been an active member of the community serving as  co-founder and president of the Okemos-Ingham Families Against Narcotics; co-founder of the Mason Prescription Drug Task Force; past chair of the American Bar Association Commission on Lawyers Assistance Programs, Diversity Committee; board member of the Mason Promise Scholarship; and member of the Ingham Opioid Work Group; and 

WHEREAS, Judge Donald Allen, Jr., retired from the 55th District Court on April 16, 2026. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby honors Judge Donald Allen, Jr., on the occasion of his retirement for his exemplary service, his steadfast leadership, and his dedication to the citizens of Ingham County and the 55th Judicial District Court and wishes him continued success and fulfillment in all future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners extends its deepest gratitude to Judge Donald Allen, Jr., for leaving a legacy of compassion, integrity, and service, and leaving his mark on Ingham County’s legal community and the lives of countless individuals.
LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson, Schafer

          Nays:  None    
 
Absent:  Polsdofer, Trubac
           
Approved 04/30/26

